symposia was held in October 1974 in New Delhi and considered growth and development of the brain, and the prcceedings are now presented under the editorship ef Dr. Mary Brazier. Contributions include a number from wellknown research workers from Europe and North America, as well as less well-known, including some from India and Iran.
Topics include very full and helpful reviews of morphological, biochemical and neurophysiological aspects of brain maturation, as well as a detailed account ef the effects of human malnutrition. It is these reviews rather than the accounts of contributors' original work which are most valuable to those seeking a recent perspective of this very important field.
Rajalakshuni is rather cautious in his poper on 'Factors affecting psychelogical development in man' in extrapolating from the intellectual deficits seen as a result of extreme malnutrition (for example, kwashiorkor) to populations where nutritional intake is thought to be sufficiently inadequate to influence birth weight. He concludes that, in India, the evidence studied so far does not suggest that the mental development of well children differs significantly according to their nutritional status. In a final provocative paper with a title more like a banner headline from a daily tabloid 'U.S. poverty impact on brain development' a group from the Universities of California (San 
